In 1948 Queen Mary's Hospital, Roehampton, became the major United Kingdom Centre for amputation services and at present cares for some 15,000 amputees. From this large experience the authors give a condensed report on the present state of the art of techniques in surgery, prosthetic fitting and rehabilitation problems of the amputee.
After brief surveys on history, statistics, and trends, the first third of the book is dedicated to general problems of rehabilitation, biomechanics and prosthetics. Special attention is given to patients with congenital deformities, and vascular and neoplastic disease but not to problems of trauma and growth. The main part of the book deals with the specific problems associated with each level of amputation and covers all aspects of surgery, prosthetic fitting and training. After a general chapter on postoperative physical and psychological changes, rather too little attention is given to future developments.
The book is written by and dedicated to practitioners. It puts emphasis on methods which are based upon the authors' experience over many years with a great number of patients. Most of these techniques are well known all over the world, some of them are rather specific to British practice. For example, emphasis is put on Syme's amputation. Other techniques which leave the calcaneus intact and thus give even better end bearing qualities to the stump are considered as being useful only in developing communities where modern prostheses are not available. Thus thecontinental surgeon may gain the impression that rather little attention was paid to literature from outside the United Kingdom. The illustrations are excellent as far as the drawings related to anatomy and surgical technique are concerned. Unfortunately the photographs do not all meet the same standard.
The book nevertheless is of outstanding value to every colleague who has to deal with amputees. It therefore should be available in every orthopaedic library.
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